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"Modern progressive nations lying in the temperate zone seek to control garden spots’ in 
the tropics [mainly in Africa, Latin America, and Asia]. Under [the progressive nations] 
direction, these places can yield tropical produce. In return, the progressive nations bring 
to the people of those garden spots the foodstuffs and manufactures they need. 
[Progressive nations] develop the territory by building roads, canals, railways, and 
telegraphs. They can establish schools and newspapers for the colonies [and] give these 
people the benefit of other blessings of civilization which they have not the means of 
creating themselves." 
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“USA Imperialism, 1898” from the Philadelphia Press 
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“What the United States has Fought for,” 1914 by John T. McCutcheon 
 

Document C 
 

The White Man’s Burden by British Poet Rudyard Kipling (First four stanzas) 
 

Take up the White Man's burden-- 

Send forth the best ye breed-- 

Go bind your sons to exile 

To serve your captives' need; 

To wait in heavy harness, 

On fluttered folk and wild-- 

Your new-caught, sullen peoples, 

Half-devil and half-child. 

Take up the White Man's burden-- 

In patience to abide, 

To veil the threat of terror 

And check the show of pride; 

By open speech and simple, 

An hundred times made plain 

To seek another's profit, 

And work another's gain. 

Take up the White Man's burden-- 

The savage wars of peace-- 

Fill full the mouth of Famine 

And bid the sickness cease; 

And when your goal is nearest 

The end for others sought, 

Watch sloth and heathen Folly 

Bring all your hopes to nought. 

Take up the White Man's burden-- 

No tawdry rule of kings, 

But toil of serf and sweeper-- 

The tale of common things. 

The ports ye shall not enter, 

The roads ye shall not tread, 

Go mark them with your living, 

And mark them with your dead. 
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Collection 3 

 

Document A  
"…Jefferson, who dreamed of Cuba as an American state; Jefferson, the first 

Imperialist of the Republic -- Jefferson acquired that imperial territory which swept 

from the Mississippi to the mountains, from Texas to the British possessions, and the 

march of the flag began!…  

"American energy is greater than Spanish sloth… Their trade will be ours in time… We 

cannot fly from our world duties; it is ours to execute the purpose of a fate that has 

driven us to be greater than our small intentions. We cannot retreat from any soil where 

Providence has unfurled our banner; it is ours to save that soil for liberty and 

civilization."  

SOURCE: "The March of the Flag", Albert J. Beveridge 1898 
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Document B  
"It is not true that the Unites States feels any land hunger... as regards to the other nations of 

the Western Hemisphere save such as are for their welfare. All that this country desires is to 

see the neighboring countries stable, orderly, and prosperous. Any country whose people 

conduct themselves well can count upon our hearty friendship. If a nation shows that it knows 

how to act with reasonable efficiency and decency in social and political matters, if it keeps 

order and pays its obligations, it need fear no interference from the United States. Chronic 

wrongdoing, or any impotence which results in a general loosening of the ties of civilized 

society [however], may in America, as elsewhere, ultimately require intervention by some 

civilized nation, and in the Western Hemisphere the adherence of the United States to the 

Monroe Doctrine may force the United States, however reluctantly, in flagrant cases of such 

wrongdoing or impotence, to the exercise of an international police power... It is a mere truism 

to say that every nation, whether in American or anywhere else, which desires to maintain its 

freedom, its independence, must ultimately realize that the right of such independence cannot 

be separated from the responsibility of making good use of it."  

SOURCE: The Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine, 1904 
.  
 
 

Document D 

 
"Uncle Sam Wished to Add Another Star to His Flag"  

SOURCE: Denver Rocky Mountain News, 1900  

 

Document E 

"Article I: The Government of Cuba shall never enter into any treaty or other compact 

with any foreign powers which will impair or tend to impair the independence of Cuba, 

nor in any manner authorize or permit any foreign power or powers to obtain by 

colonization or for military or naval purposes, or otherwise, lodgment in or control over 

any portion of said island. ...  

"Article III: The Government of Cuba consents that the United States may exercise the 

right to intervene for the preservation of Cuban independence, the maintenance of a 

government adequate for the protection of life, property, and individual liberty, and for 

discharging the obligations with respect to Cuba imposed by the Treaty of Paris on the 

United States, now to be assumed and undertaken by the Government of Cuba...  
"Article VII: To enable the United States to maintain the independence of Cuba, and to 

protect the people thereof, as well as for its own defense, the Government of Cuba will 

sell or lease to the Unites Sates lands necessary for coaling or naval stations, at certain 

specified points, to be agreed upon with the President of the United States."  

SOURCE: The Platt Amendment, 1903.  
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Document A 
"Have we no mission to perform, no duty to discharge to our fellow-man? Has God endowed 

us with gifts beyond our deserts and marked us as the people of His peculiar favor, merely to 

rot in our own selfishness, as men and nations must, who take cowardice for their companion 

and self for their deity -- as China has, as India has, as Egypt has?…  

"The rule of liberty that all just government derives its authority from the consent of the 

governed, applies only to those who are capable of self-government. … Would not the people 

of the Philippines prefer the just, humane, civilizing government of this Republic to the 

savage, bloody rule of pillage and extortion from which we have rescued them? …  

"…do we owe no duty to the world? Shall we turn these people back to the reeking hands 

from which we have taken them? Shall we abandon them, with Germany, England, Japan, 

hungering for them? Shall we save them from these nations, to give them a self-rule of 

tragedy?…  

SOURCE: "The March of the Flag", Albert J. Beveridge 1898 

 

Document B 
MR. PRESIDENT, the times call for candor. The Philippines are ours forever, "territory 

belonging to the United States," as the Constitution calls them. And just beyond the Philippines 

are China's illimitable markets. We will not retreat from either. We will not repudiate our duty in 

the archipelago. We will not abandon our opportunity in the Orient. We will not renounce our 

part in the mission of our race, trustee, under God, of the civilization of the world. And we will 

move forward to our work, not howling out regrets like slaves whipped to their burdens but with 

gratitude for a task worthy of our strength and thanksgiving to Almighty God that He has marked 

us as His chosen people, henceforth to lead in the regeneration of the world.  

Senator ALBERT J. BEVERIDGE : In Support of an American Empire 1899  

 

Document C 
"I walked the floor of the White House night after night until midnight; and I am not ashamed to 

tell you, gentlemen, that I went down on my knees and prayed Almighty God for light and 

guidance more than one night. And one night late it came to me this way...(1) that we could not 

give them back to Spain -- that would be cowardly and dishonorable; (2) that we could not turn 

them over to France or Germany -- our commercial rivals in the Orient -- that would be bad 

business and discreditable; (3) that we could not leave them to themselves -- they were unfit for 

self government -- and they would soon have anarchy and misrule worse than Spain's was; and 

(4) that there was nothing left for us to do but take them all, and to educate the Filipinos, and 

uplift and civilize them, and by God's grace do the very best we could by them..."  

William McKinley, speech to a Methodist Church group, November 1899  

 

Document D 
The course of Americanism has been in natural order, a little rough sometimes, it is true, but 

that, too, is in the nature of things. What these people call imperialism is only mirage in the 

heated air of politics --- and it will entirely disappear when the snow flies again. The trouble 

with the Philippines has been occasioned by Aguinaldo and his associates. Americans are 

there of right, and they ask nothing of the natives but to go ahead with their business; they 

will not only be protected in every right, but will be aided by all powerful influences of an 

advanced and aggressive civilization  

Peffer, W. A., "Imperialism: America's Historic Policy," The North American Review, vol. 

171, issue 525 (August 1900).  
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Document E  

What is our title to the Philippine Islands? Do we hold them by treaty or by conquest? Did we 

buy them or did we take them? Did we purchase the people? If not, how did we secure title to 

them? Were they thrown in with the land? Will the Republicans say that inanimate earth has 

value but that when that earth is molded by the Divine Hand and stamped with the likeness of 

the Creator it becomes a fixture and passes with the soil? If governments derive their just 

powers from the consent of the governed, it is impossible to secure title to people, either by 

force or by purchase.  

We could extinguish Spain's title by treaty, but if we hold title we must hold it by some 

method consistent with our ideas of government. When we made allies of the Filipinos and 

armed them to fight against Spain, we disputed Spain's title. If we buy Spain's title, we are 

not innocent purchasers. There can be no doubt that we accepted and utilized the services of 

the Filipinos and that when we did so we had full knowledge that they were fighting for their 

own independence; and I submit that history furnishes no example of turpitude baser than 

ours if we now substitute our yoke for the Spanish yoke. . . .  

WILLIAM JENNINGS BRYAN : The Paralyzing Influence of Imperialism  

Source: Official Proceedings of the Democratic National Convention Held in Kansas City, 

Mo., July 4, 5 and 6, 1900, Chicago, 1900, pp. 205-227.  
7. What is Mr. Bryan’s argument against the keeping of the Philippines?  

8. How is it impossible to secure power to the people?  
 

Document F 
The United States have always protested against the doctrine of international law which 

permits the subjugation of the weak by the strong. A self-governing state cannot accept 

sovereignty over an unwilling people. The United States cannot act upon the ancient heresy 

that might makes right...When the white man governs himself, that is self-government, but 

when he governs himself and also governs another man, that is more than self-government -- 

that is despotism.  

The Anti-Imperialist League, 1899.  
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Five Motives for Imperialism 
Various motives prompt empires to seek to expand their rule over other countries or 
territories. These include economic, exploratory, ethnocentric, political, and religious 
motives. 

Economic: Imperial governments, and/or private companies under those governments, 
sought ways to maximize profits. Economic expansion demanded cheap labor, access to 
or control of markets to sell or buy products, and natural resources such as precious 
metals and land; governments have met these demands by hook (tribute) or by crook 
(plunder). After the advent of the Industrial Revolution, dependent colonies often 
provided to European factories and markets the raw materials they needed to 
manufacture products. Imperial merchants often established trading posts and 
warehouses, created transportation infrastructure, and sought control over strategic 
choke points, such as the Suez Canal in Egypt (which allows boats to cut thousands of 
miles of travel time between Asia and Europe). Imperial powers often competed with 
each over for the best potential resources, markets, and trade. 

Exploratory: Imperial nations or their citizens wanted to explore territory that was, to 
them, unknown. Sometimes they did this for the purpose of medical or scientific 
research. At other times, they did it for the sense of adventure. Invariably, imperial 
explorers sought to discover, map, and claim territory before their imperial competition 
did, partly for national and personal glory and partly to serve the imperialist goal of 
expansion. 

Ethnocentric: Imperial nations sometimes believed that their cultural values or beliefs 
were superior to other nations or groups. Imperial conquest, they believed, would bring 
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successful culture to inferior people. In the late 19th century, for example, European 
powers clung to the racist belief that inferior races should be conquered in order to 
“civilize” them. The Europeans acted on their ethnocentrism, the belief that one race or 
nation is superior to others. 

Political: Patriotism and growing imperial power spurred countries to compete with 
others for supremacy. It’s a matter of national pride, prestige and security. Empires 
sought strategic territory to ensure access for their navies and armies around the world. 
The empire must be defended and, better yet, expanded. Political motives were often 
triggered as responses to perceived threats to the security or prestige of the imperial 
power or its citizens abroad. 

Religious: During imperial expansion, religious people sometimes set out to convert new 
members of their religion and, thus, their empire. Christian missionaries from Europe, 
for example, established churches in conquered territories during the nineteenth 
century. In doing so, they also spread Western cultural values. Typically, missionaries 
spread the imperial nation’s language through educational and religious interactions, 
although some missionaries helped to preserve indigenous languages. British 
missionaries led the charge to stop the slave trade in the nineteenth century, while 
others, such as French missionaries in Vietnam during the same time period, clamored 
for their country to take over a nation. 

http://webs.bcp.org/sites/vcleary/modernworldhistorytextbook/imperialism/section_2/mot

ives.html  
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